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INTRODUCTION  
 

 

From Roman Ruins to Rembrandt … 
 
 
2007 will always be remembered, not only at Moore Allen & Innocent but throughout 
the Art World, as the "Year of the Rembrandt" although, as this Review will show, 
that picture apart, 2007 again proved to be a very successful year here in the 
Cotswolds. 
 
The following pages show a brief summary of some of each department's highlights 
over 2007. 
 
As we try to raise the standard and quality of every sale we hold we are finding that 
dealers, specialists and collectors alike can source with confidence all manner of 
antiques and collectables. 
 
This year has, again, seen an increase in the number of e-mail and internet bidders, 
with regular clients now established from Hatherop to Hong Kong and Hawaii, and a 
stream of parcelled purchases ever ready to be sent around the globe. 
 
In November the series of Charity Valuation Days surpassed all previous records, 
raising good sums for many local Charities as well as establishing many new clients. 
A further series of Charity Valuation Days is currently being planned for Spring 2008. 
 
As well as this, Auctioneers and Valuers, Philip Allwood and Christopher Surfleet 
continue to undertake many Charity Auctions, Valuation Evenings and Talks, and 
2008 will see the pair assisting the NSPCC at the Bi-Annual "Mammoth Car Boot 
Sale" at Stowell Park. 
 
Philip and Christopher have also recently been visiting London sourcing pictures for 
the Selected Picture Sale and we are in the process of finalising two potentially 
outstanding collections of art from the United States. 
 
 
 



 3 

 
 

OBJETS DE VERTUS 

 
The first Selected Antique Sale of 
the year was led in spectacular 
fashion by two 19th century Siena 
marble models of Roman Temples.  
(Fig. 1).  At 73 cm high each, they 
were unusually large, exquisitely 
carved and probably the best 
quality seen on the market 
anywhere in recent times and 
depicted "The Temple of Castor & 
Pollux and "The Temple of 
Vespasian" 
 

1 

 

In the Summer Selected Antique Sale further 
Roman mementoes were on offer including a circa 
1900 group of five micromosaics framed as one 
(Fig. 3), depicting "St. Peter's Basilica", "The 
Pantheon", "The Colosseum", "The Temple of 
Vespasian" and "Vesta Aedes" -  all five views still 
recognisable in the Rome of today - which sold for 
£1,150.   

 

Also in the Summer Selected Antique Sale was a surprise for the 
owners of a 19th century carved white marble bust depicting a 
classical maiden (Fig. 4), when two extremely keen telephone 
bidders fought over the piece before the hammer finally came 
down at £6,300 despite there being no signature or inscriptions, 
therefore making attribution almost impossible. 
 
In the 18th and 19th century marble busts were commonplace in 
fine English country homes as the interest in the antique Roman 
equivalents spread throughout Europe.  This bust would most 
likely have adorned a grand entrance hall raised on a classical 
style column or plinth. 
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Despite numerous telephone bids, both were secured in the saleroom for a combined total of £28,000.   The, 
possibly rather eccentric, underbidder finally gave in when he decided that, as bath ornaments for his New 
York appartment, they had become on the pricey side ! 
 
A well carved ivory bust (Fig. 2), almost certainly another 19th century Italian Grand Tour memento, proved 
again the enduring popularity of anything in this genre, selling well above estimate for £2,600. 
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The trend for unusual items continued in the Autumn when, despite being in extremely tired condition 
and with holes throughout, a tole peinte oval wine cooler decorated with a chinoiserie scene (Fig. 5), 
originally thought to be 19th century but possibly as early as the late 17th century, made a staggering 
£5,000.  Also in this sale was a fine George IV rosewood and brass inlaid fitted travelling vanity case 
inscribed "Mrs. Campbell of Ardpatrick" (Fig. 6) which sold for £2,200.  What was unusual about this 
case was the fact that it had been sold by Moore Allen less than 20 years before and still included the 
original bill of sale. 
 
Also in the March Selected Sale was 
Japanese Meiji period (1868-1912) 
ivory shibayama inlaid biscuit barrel 
decorated with floral sprays (Fig. 7) 
which reached £1,300.  Shibayama 
is now a generic term relating to the 
method of inlaying pieces of ivory, 
mother of pearl, tortoiseshell and 
other materials introduced by Senzo 
Onogi of the town of Shibayama at 
the end of the Edo period and 
continued by tradition in that area 
particularly for the export market at 
the end of the 19th century.  This 
was a wonderful example. 
 
Oriental silk woven and 
embroidered wall hangings are 
scarce survivors from the 18th and 
19th century and when a Chinese 
needlework example (Fig. 8) 
appeared it caused great interest 
from as far afield as Hong Kong 
before finally achieving £3,500. 
 

As the year drew to a close a good quality 19th century 
mahogany paintbox (Fig. 9) by G. Rowley & Co. of 
London specifically for "Heraldic & Missal painting", 
complete with original pots and single drawer sold for 
£420. 
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SILVER 

 

  

  

Over the course of 2007, some 300 years of silversmithing 
was covered at the salerooms, the earliest example being a 
pair of Charles II trefid rat-tail spoons (Fig. 10) made by 
Thomas Allen in 1678 which sold for £470.  Although 
spoons are amongst the most common pieces of early 
silver seen at auction, the fact that this pair has managed 
to stay together for 330 years is quite remarkable. 
 

Moving into the 18th century a George II hot water pot (Fig. 11) made by Phillips Garden in London in 
1754 realised £470, whilst £730 was secured for a George III oval tea caddy (Fig. 12) made by Michael 
Plummer in London in 1792.  They had both, as may be seen in the above photographs, been 
embellished with floral spray embossing which was the height of fashion during the Victorian period.  
The Victorians were, as they saw it, improving "boring" old pieces of silver.  Sadly buyers today do not 
share the same view and, for this reason, the price achieved was around 30-50% of what would have 
been achieved without the later decoration.  Also from the George III period an unusual dish cross (Fig. 
13) made by S. Herbert & Co. circa 1760 sold for £540 and a George III egg cruet frame (Fig. 14) made 
by the renowned Birmingham silversmith Matthew Boulton in 1805 made £560  Both pieces would 
grace any smart breakfast table of today just as well as they would have done over 200 years ago. 
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Earlier in the Summer a 
collection of modern 
commemorative silver 
(Fig. 15) made by the 
world renowned London 
firm of Garrard & Co. 
generated great interest 
when the five lots 
illustrated here sold for 
just under £3,000.   
 

One of the surprises of the silver section 
this year came in the Spring when a 
George IV "Castle Top" snuff box of 
rounded rectangular form (Fig. 16) with 
the lid decorated with a view of 
Newstead Abbey sold for £2,350.  This 
fine quality snuff box was made in 1827 
in Birmingham by another favourite in 
the silver world, the vinaigrette and 
snuff box master, Nathaniel Mills.  
Although he was well known for this 
genre, this was an exceptionally good 
price in todays market. 
 

Continental silver can often be more difficult to sell than it's English counterparts, 
however certain designers are collected throughout the world.  The celebrated 
Danish designer Georg Jensen was responsible for creating this 1930's three piece 
tea set (Fig. 17), and the great name behind it certainly contributed to its successful 
sale at £2,350. 
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CLOCKS & WATCHES 

 

  

 

Towards the end of the Summer, 
Christopher Surfleet was asked to call 
in to the Cancer Research UK shop on 
Castle Street in Cirencester and look at 
a collection of watches and jewellery 
which had been given to them to sell.  
He was delighted to be able to give 
good news to the Charity when the 
collection made nearly £2,500.  The 
highlight of the collection was a George 
III gold pair cased verge pocket watch 
(Fig. 18) by Robert Ward of London 
which sold for £600.   

Long case clocks 
continue to be popular 
and, despite having a 
modern dial, the well 
decorated 18th century 
chinoiserie lacquered 
clock (Fig. 20) sold for 
£870, whilst the group 
of four clocks (Fig. 21) 
ranged from £350 to 
£1,500. 
 

Pair cased pockets watches are so called as 
they literally have a "pair" of cases;  one the 
regular case seen on most pocket watches and 
the other a protective outer case denoting a 
watch of better quality than the average.  Very 
grand watches can have one or two more cases 
than this, made from materials such as 
shagreen and tortoiseshell, and often 
beautifully decorated. 
 
Shortly after this a collection of some 150 
gold, silver and plated pocket watches, two of 
which are illustrated here (Fig. 19).  Split into 
small sensible lots the collection certainly 
enhanced one of the late Summer Antique & 
General Sales, where interested parties bid the 
collection up to £3,000 in total. 
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Late in the year a classic Regency 
mahogany and brass inlaid mantel clock 
(Fig. 22) made by "Dwerrihouse & Carter 
of London", with Egypto-Classical mask 
decorated monopodia supports and housing 
a twin fusée movement, screamed quality 
and was keenly fought over before the 
hammer finally came down just short of 
£2,500.  The clock was in wonderful 
untouched original condition which counts 
for a great deal and helped to achieve this 
good result. 
 

Further successes struck in the form of three 19th century mantel clocks (Fig. 23 left 
to right)  including a green marble four glass example which sold for £470, a bronze 
and gilt metal clock set with a winged angel holding a wreath in her hands which 
achieved £880 and a Siena marble and gilt metal mounted clock which reached £280, 
all of which are good examples of the often affordable nature of the Antique Clock 
market. 
 

 24 

Also in this sale, a large 19th century Swiss 
musical box by B.H. Abrahams of St. Croix, 
Switzerland (Fig. 24) achieved £2,350. This above 
average price was likely to have been driven by the 
fact that this instrument played 30 airs (or tunes) 
on the one drum, which was most unusual. 
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SCIENTIFIC INSTRUMENTS, 
DOLLS & TOYS 

 

 

 

Scientific instruments are certainly 
commanding strong prices at present with 
microscopes, globes and unusual rules being 
ever increasingly fought over. 
 
Both the start and end of the year contained 
unusual highlights in the guise of several 
rareties.  In the Spring an 18th century 
Gregorian brass telescope on stand (Fig. 25) 
inscribed "Nairne, London" reached £900.  The 
title "Gregorian" refers to the 17th century 
inventor of this type of reflecting telescope, 
James Gregory of Scotland, whose design 
predates that of Sir Isaac Newton ! - nothing to 
do with the calendar decreed by Pope Gregory 
XIII in 1582.   
 
The December sale saw an incredible £3,000 
paid for an unusual and rare engraved polished 
brass two-sided calendar (Fig. 26) which, 
despite lacking it's central twin hands, generated 
great international interest specifically from 
internet buyers.  As the photograph shows, 
condition was not in it's favour but it certainly 
proves that internet search engines allow 
collectors from all over the globe to track down 
specialist items. 

Also in this sale was another 
unusual piece, an early 18th century 
"simple" single screw microscope 
with ivory caps and slides (Fig. 27), 
housed in the original shagreen 
case, which again saw internet 
versus telephone competition;  a 
telephone bidder finally securing 
this rare object for £520. 
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There were two contrasting collections of toys and dolls in the first half of the year.  Firstly,  twenty 
late 19th and early 20th century bisque head dolls, some of which are illustrated here (Figs. 28 & 29), 
offered for sale with prices ranging from £80 to £300.  The collection amassed just over £2,000 in 
total.  Included were pieces by renowned German makers Armand Marseille, Ernst Heubach, Simon & 
Halbig and Kämmer & Reinhardt to name but a few. 

Just a few months later over £5,500 was achieved for a large quantity of model trains of all sizes and 
scales ranging from "N gauge" through to "L.G.B. Garden scale".  There was huge competition from 
potential buyers both in the salerooms and on the telephone.  £350 was paid for the collection of "TT 
gauge" Tri-Ang coaches pictured here (Fig. 30). 
 

Rocking horses are always popular and 
this year saw no less than twenty 
examples come galloping through the 
Salerooms.  The top price was £1,200 
paid for a Collinsons of Liverpool 
dappled grey early 20th century 
example with real hair, mane and tail 
(Fig. 31). 
 
Although regularly in our Antique & 
General Sales, buyers can snap up more 
modern examples from £50 - £500. 
 

28 29 
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CERAMICS 

 

 

  

  

The factory of Royal Worcester is synonymous with high quality, beautifully painted pieces of 
porcelain and two examples this year particularly showed that.  A set of six circa 1926 coffee 
cups and saucers decorated with Highland cattle by James Stinton (Fig. 32) was purchased by a 
Middle Eastern collector for £1,950, whilst £540 secured a trumpet shaped vase decorated with  
pheasants (Fig. 33), again by James Stinton who was particularly well known for his depiction of 
these subjects. 

Of equally outstanding quality, but from a century earlier, came a collection of fine Sèvres 
porcelain cabinet cups and saucers.  The 1845 Louis-Philippe blue and gold grape and vine 
decorated example (Fig. 34) achieved £350, whilst £780 was paid for an 1827 Charles X yellow 
and white floral decorated piece (Fig. 35).  The 1837 Louis-Philippe floral and gilt decorated cup 
and saucer with high serpent moulded handle (Fig. 36) reached £1,080 whilst, at just a shade 
under this at £1,050, was the Louis XVIII 1822 example (Fig. 37) similarly decorated and 
purchased by another specialist dealer. 
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The Chinese porcelain market remains 
extremely buoyant and, despite damage, a pair 
of 18th century blue and white porcelain "Yen 
Yen" vases (Fig. 38) decorated with landscape 
and floral panels achieved just short of £2,200.  
Dating from the Ch'ien Lung period (1736-
1795) these vases are described as "Yen Yen" 
relating particularly to their shape. 
 

From the 19th century came a Chinese famille verte 
porcelain vase (Fig. 39) with profusely decorated 
main body and twin pierced handles modelled as 
stylised dragons.  Although the vase showed signs of 
damage and repair it still attracted many bidders 
before finally being sold for £820. 
 

Antique dinner services can often be relatively difficult to sell at auction for several reasons.  In 
particular they can often take up a great deal of space and are therefore not for the average ceramics 
collector and, from a practical point of view, they will mainly react badly to dishwashers so are not 
as popular as useable pieces,  However, an early 19th century classically decorated Spode blue 
transferred "Greek" pattern part dinner service (Fig. 40) achieved just short of £1,800 due to its 
wonderful decorative appeal - still a good selling point for the better services by the leading factories 
such as Masons, Worcester, Derby, Spode, Meissen, Sèvres, etc. 
 

20th century contemporary ceramics continue to be 
an ever-growing market and when, in the Spring, a 
large circa 1937 pottery slipware jar by local potter 
Michael Cardew of Winchcombe appeared (Fig. 
41), again the buyers were not deterred by some 
damage and it finally sold for £730. 
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SPORTING 

 

 

 
 

Sporting Sales always offer an eclectic mix of curious and unusual 
items from taxidermy through to pictures, however it was one of the 
smallest items in the February Sporting Sale which generated the 
most interest.  The small silver plated circular game counter made by 
James Dixon & Sons (Fig. 42) was set with four dials inscribed 
"Partridges", "Rabbits", "Pheasants" and "Hares", each capable of 
counting twenty and, after fierce competition, was secured by a 
telephone bidder at £1,880. 
 

In this politically correct world that we now live in, it is 
interesting to note that good quality taxidermy is always very 
sought after and, at the top of the taxidermist tree, are the firm 
of Van Ingen & Van Ingen of Mysore.  A pair of tiger skin rugs 
by this notable firm, shot in the 1930's, appeared in the August 
Sale where, at 10 ft. and 10 ft 11", these large impressive rugs 
caused great interest before selling for £3,300 (Fig. 44) and 
£1,350 (Fig. 45).  Another good example of a mounted rug was 
the American black bear (Fig. 46) which sold for £1,700.   
 

44 
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Fishing tackle and related items always 
constitute a large section of Sporting Sales 
and keen anglers and collectors can catch 
anything from rods, reels, flies, 
accessories and nets to stuffed fish.  Two 
good collections of salmon flies (Fig. 43) 
were snapped up for £350 and £130 
respectively.  The six tray Richard 
Wheatley fly reservoir contained 
approximately 280 flies, whilst the Hardy 
Naroda bakelite box  contained 20 flies. 

43 
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Perhaps used to "bag" one of these great specimens a 12 bore shotgun by Charles Lancaster (Fig. 49) 
with 30" double barrels was housed in it's original leather covered case and £1,600 was eventually paid 
to secure it.  What better accessory to house your cartridges than the Victorian brass bound leather five 
section cartridge magazine illustrated here, amongst other shooting accessories, (Fig. 50), which sold 
for £470.   
 

Victorian cases of stuffed birds also hit the high notes and a collection of four various exotic 
pheasants housed in a carved oak frame display case in the Gothic Revival taste (Fig. 47) soared 
through the estimate to achieve £890.  Of similar quality another Victorian cased collection, this 
time of Scottish game birds raised on an oak stand and housing various birds including a pair of 
capercaillie, black grouse, ptarmigan, etc. (Fig. 48) sold for £940.  As can be seen from the above 
photographs these pieces were of a size perhaps more suitable for a museum or large country estate;  
both, however, were bought by local private buyers. 
 

Leather goods of all shapes and 
forms remain popular and regular 
entries in Sporting Sales include 
suitcases, hat boxes, leather boots, 
etc.  Good leather boots with trees 
can command high prices in todays 
market.  A selection of items are 
shown here (Fig. 51). 
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Another strong collectors area at present is Militaria and items included in the regular sales held throughout 
the year proved this to be the case.  Back in September a rare 19th century "Cotswold Rifles" sword (Fig. 52 
& Detail)  being sold on behalf of Tetbury Hospital Trust realised £500.  The "Cotswold Rifles" were a local 
short-lived militia set up in the 19th century, most notable perhaps for the fact that instead of horses they 
were issued with Penny Farthings as a preferred method of transport.  Military cutbacks are obviously not a 
new phenomenon !  In the same sale, a more common Victorian Officer's dress sword and a circa 1884 Naval 
hanger (Fig. 53) sold for £240 and £90 respectively.  Of contrasting form was a 19th century Indian ivory 
handled dagger (Fig. 54) with a fine pointed blade of Damascus steel housed in a velvet and gilt metal 
mounted scabbard.  There was a fierce bidding battle before the dagger was finally secured for £1,650. 
 

As well as weapons and uniforms, medals are also keenly collected and when, at the end of the year, a 
collection of medals and ephemera relating to Sgt. Henry Kent of The Royal Garrison Artillery appeared (Fig. 
55) the competition resulted in the successful bidder having to part with £1,800 to secure them.  Sgt. Kent had 
lived locally in Malmesbury and, in addition to the standard 1st World War medals, had been awarded the rare 
Distinguished Conduct Medal as well as an Ordre de Leopold II Chevalier and a Croix de Guerre with Palms.   
 
This group of medals, together with the fascinating written details relating to Sgt. Kent, certainly proved to be 
popular with collectors. They had been brought into one of our Charity Valuation Days where the local 
interest, as well as rarity, excited valuer Christopher Surfleet.  "It is so rare to see a good group of medals 
together with such an emotive collection of letters" he commented.  The final piece to complete the jigsaw was  
when amazingly, and unwittingly, the successful buyer chose to sit next to the vendor in the Saleroom.  At the 
fall of the hammer the pair were seen chatting about the history of the collection.  A great result all round. 
 

52 

52 - Blade Detail 
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MILITARIA 
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JEWELLERY  

 

  

  

Jewellery proved popular throughout the year, with the majority of the top pieces being 
bought by private buyers and collectors from the local area. 
 

Diamonds certainly proved, as ever, to be a girl's 
best friend in 2007, with many of the top prices in 
the jewellery sales being reserved for fine diamond 
set pieces.  The highest price of the year was the 
£3,400 paid for a platinum set circular brooch (Fig. 
56) with a total weight of approximately 4 carats.   
 
In the Summer sale, a good quality 18 carat white 
gold and diamond cluster ring (Fig. 57) realised 
£1,250 whilst, from the same source, an 18 carat 
white gold sapphire and diamond cluster ring (Fig. 
58) sold for £620.   
 

Earrings are always sought after and two contrasting pairs found homes at the same figure of £800; 
the first being a pair of Art Deco 1930's carved green jade and jet set diamond drop examples (Fig. 
59), the second being a traditional pair of late Victorian gold and diamond earrings with pearl 
drops (Fig. 60).   
 

59 60 
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FURNITURE 

  

 

 

In the first Selected Antique Sale of the year it was two contrasting tables which caused a stir when, 
despite being nearly 200 years apart in age, they both reached five figures.  The first example was a 
late 19th century walnut plank top kitchen table designed by Philip Webb for William Morris & Co. 
(Fig. 61).  With the current huge interest in Arts & Crafts furniture, especially in the Cotswolds, 
several bidders were keen to acquire the table which eventually sold for a little over £16,500.  The 
second table was a George II Irish red walnut tea table (Fig. 62) which was in original untouched 
condition.  Despite the need for some TLC, it was helped by a "Frank Partridge Works of Art" label 
to the underside and returned to the Emerald Isle at £13,000. 
 

From the same source came a 
Victorian mahogany partners desk 
(Fig. 63).  Whilst bureaux are not as 
popular as they once were, more and 
more people are looking for good 
quality desks, both for use in an office 
and at home, a trend which helped this 
well proportioned example reach 
£3,200. 
 

Condition was certainly not an 
insurmountable problem with the 
two seat humpback settee illustrated 
here (Fig. 64).  Made during the 
latter part of the Victorian period by 
the world renowned London firm of 
Howard & Sons, and with the 
original striped upholstery, there 
was multiple telephone bidding 
before the hammer finally came 
down at £2,800.   
 

61 62 
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64 
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In the September Selected Sale it was three pairs of chairs spanning 200 years which were amongst the 
highlights.  The top price of the day came in the form of a pair of George I walnut chairs (Fig. 65) with  
detailed touches such as carved knees and shaped pad feet.  The pair saw nine telephone bidders eagerly 
competing before the hammer fell at just under £26,000 to a London firm on behalf of a private client.  A pair 
of early 20th century mahogany framed elbow chairs in the Irish Chippendale taste (Fig. 66) also sold well at 
£2,200 whilst a pair of early 20th century upholstered wing back arm chairs in the Flemish manner (Fig. 67) 
reached £2,700. 
 

It is not very often that good quality fireplaces come onto the market, 
due in part to their fragile nature and the awkwardness of removal from 
period homes, but a good quality 19th century white and Siena marble 
fire surround in the Adam manner (Fig. 68) did find its way to Norcote 
as part of a deceased estate.  The piece belonged to a different member 
of the family to the house itself and sale seemed the fairest way of 
resolving the issue.  It sold for £3,000 despite needing some attention.   
 

The last Selected Sale of the year saw some strong 
results with one of the top pieces being the well over 
estimate £5,300 paid for a rare set of Victorian oak 
framed jockey scales (Fig. 70).  Made by the firm of 
W. & T. Avery of Birmingham, famed for their 
manufacture of all types of scales and weights, they 
could have graced any great racecourse.  However, as 
well as being used at racecourses, these scales were 
often to be found in Gentlemens Clubs as a form of 
after dinner entertainment - just to see if you should 
really have had that extra helping of cheese.   As 
these scales could weigh up to 20 stones it seems that 
this was more likely to be the case, or … poor horse ! 
They sold to a local buyer who fought off eight 
telephone bidders. 
 

A late 19th century kingwood and marquetry bureau en pente (Fig. 
69) in the manner of Joseph-Emmanuel Zwiener - a highly regarded 
French furniture maker of German extraction well known for his 
contemporary interpretations of the Louis XV style -  also sold well, 
realising £4,000 despite requiring some restoration; a super quality 
and pretty piece. 

65 66 67 
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PICTURES 
To say that the Selected Picture Sales have had a spectacular year would be an obvious under-statement.  
The Rembrandt self portrait has of course dominated the headlines, both at home and abroad, however 
even before the hammer came down on that particular portrait the Picture Sales had performed above 
their usual weight with works executed on the Continent in the early 18th century through to 20th 
century Irish, Scottish and Australian artists, not to mention a good smattering of home-grown talent. 
 

The year started well with a collection of James Humbert Craig oil landscapes, all four bought in Belfast 
by the vendor's father in the early part of the last century.  Humbert Craig was heavily influenced by 
other great Irish artists such as Paul Henry and, when he died in 1944, left a legacy of well painted and 
recognisable scenes, particularly of the Irish coastline.  These four paintings were very good examples of 
this and, with estimates ranging between £2,000 - £5,000, a huge wave of interest came from across the 
Irish Sea, resulting on the day with twelve telephone bidders, nearly all of which were Galleries and 
collectors from across the water.  With a smattering of buyers particularly here for these four in the 
saleroom the bidding was immediately exciting.  The top price of £12,900 was paid for a piece simply 
entitled "The Pier" depicting figures and boats in the foreground and a clear blue sea with sunshine (Fig. 
71).  The wonderfully atmospheric moonlit scene with figures bathing (Fig. 72) was reminiscent of 
works by Henry Scott Tuke and it was perhaps this influence that helped it to the hammer price of 
£8,900.  All four hammer prices were well above expectations, making for a total of £39,850 ! 
 

  71 72 

 

Later in the year we saw more Irish art keenly contested in the form 
of works by Graham Knuttel.  Completely different in style and 
subject matter, the highest price was for a work entitled "Three Men 
in a Bar" (Fig. 73) at £1,650 - again, now back home from whence 
it came. 

73 

 

Almost certainly Italian, though unattributable, was 
the 18th century Continental School coastal landscape 
with figures (Fig. 74) which had the dubious honour 
of being the first lot to be sold after the Rembrandt !  
Normally under those circumstances the kiss of death.  
This was an interesting and busy scene with plenty 
going on and plenty to look at.  Despite being restored 
and re-lined, the pre-sale estimate was left far behind 
when it sold at £4,200. 
 

74 
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Representing the English market was a surprise for another 
vendor.  Whilst very damaged and sadly unattributable, an 18th 
century English School portrait study of a lady in a pale blue 
silk dress (Fig. 77) was not particularly highly prized by the 
vendor who thought that we had "lost our marbles" when we 
insisted that it was more suitable for our Selected Picture Sale.  
Marbles well and truly intact, even our expectations were 
exceeded when this well painted, though dishevelled work, 
stormed away at £4,900.   
 

 
 

Scotland and Wales were represented by two works of Donald McIntyre (a Scotsman painting in the 
main in Wales), the most accessible of which was a pallet knife oil on canvas entitled "Farm 
Maentwrog" (Fig 75), very typical in style, selling at £3,050.  The other work by the same artist was a 
watercolour showing a very different style, entitled "Children with Cat" (Fig. 76).  This work had been 
previously housed in the vendor's garden shed and had apparently been brought by mistake to the 
auction rooms instead of the tip !  Imagine their surprise when this simple watercolour raised £1,520. 
 

Whilst many portraits can be notoriously difficult to place in the market, we are constantly being 
reminded that well painted, good looking portraits, especially from the 17th and 18th centuries will 
still command the buyers' attention.  This was certainly the case with the pair of portraits attributed to 
Sir Godfrey Kneller (Figs. 78 & 79) depicting a lady said to be The Duchess of Marlborough's sister 
and her husband, who was Secretary to The Prince of Orange.  Despite damage and restoration over 
the years these too were well contested, selling eventually at £11,250. 
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About as far as you can get away from the English 
market is the 20th century Australian market, 
proving the invaluable nature of the appropriately 
named World Wide Web, as most of the interest 
shown in these works came from their home 
country.  Two works by Ray Austin Crooke, the 
first entitled "Farmhouse NSW" (Fig. 80), a typical 
rural Australian landscape with figures before a 
house, selling well at £2,350, the other entitled 
"Dinbula, Queensland" (Fig. 81) selling for £1,050. 
In the same sale was the very simplistic study of 
"Billabong in a Bush Landscape" by Kevin Charles 
Pro Hart (Fig. 82), again going back home at £580.  
   

Later in the year the Australians again raised their head in the 
form of Gray Smith, whose rather eerie study of a man and girl 
in wide rimmed hats (Fig. 83) was difficult to value as there 
was very little evidence of his paintings having appeared on 
the market in recent years.  Here is a man whose works seem 
to represent his own troubled state of mind and perhaps this  
was exactly the reason why, ahead of all expectations, the 
piece raised £1,750. 

Under normal circumstances the set of twelve floral still 
life engravings with script representing the months of the 
year after the original works by Pieter Casteels and 
published 1730, one of which is illustrated here (Fig. 84), 
would have been the highlight of the sale when they sold 
for £13,500.  Perhaps the provenance of Lord Northcliffe 
and the fact that they had been situated in his bedroom at 
Sutton Place, Surrey helped them along a little.  Certainly 
their condition would not have done.  Of course, however 
good a result this may have seemed, it was soon to be 
over-shadowed by a small portrait on copper of "The 
Young Rembrandt as Democrates the Laughing 
Philosopher".  (See front cover illustration) 
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What on earth can we say about this painting that hasn't 
already been said over the past few months.  As a 
selection of the clippings (Fig. 85) shows a complete 
book on the subject could be written.  To be brief … 
 
The portrait was first spotted by us as part of a routine 
valuation conducted in a local Gloucestershire home.  We 
were then asked whether we would look into the painting 
and see what could best be done with it.  We therefore 
contacted the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam, specialists in 
Dutch Old Master works and Rembrandt in particular.  
When asked what would be the best attribution for the 
painting we were advised that "A Follower of 
Rembrandt" would probably be the safest way to proceed.   
As such, we therefore estimated it at £1,000 - £,1500 
which would have been appropriate for say a 19th 
century copy of a Rembrandt. 

It was decided to put the portrait on the front cover of our Selected Picture Sale catalogue, and make sure 
that it was prominently featured on our website and in all other pre-sale promotion so at least prospective 
purchasers would not miss it. 
 
By the time the sale day arrived prospective buyers were arriving from all over Europe - particularly 
Holland for some reason - and as far afield as New York.  When the time came for Lot 377 to be offered 
(Fig. 86), we had two modest commission bids, eight telephone bidders and as good a collection of 
important Old Master buyers in the saleroom as could be hoped for.   
 
Contrary to the majority of newspaper reports, the bidding started at £4,500 and crept fairly slowly but 
surely to £500,000.  Bidding then tentatively rose from half a million to £1 million. Bidding from £1 million 
rose in increments of £100,000 and in no time at all reached £2 million.  Obviously the bidders confidence 
had been boosted by each other.  By this time the two remaining bidders, both in the saleroom, were in 
constant communication with other parties on their own mobile phones.  Then, in bids of £50,000, the price 
rose to £2.2 million at which point, as is always the case with auctions, there could only be one winner and 
as one bidder reluctantly declined to bid any more the hammer eventually came down.   
 
The crowd broke into spontaneous applause as they realised 
that they had just witnessed a piece of auction history, the 
more astute in the knowledge that this was now the highest 
price paid for a painting in this country outside of London.  It 
took no time at all for the outside world including press and 
television to realise this too and we were, for the rest of the 
afternoon, inundated with calls from journalists, press 
organisations and television companies all wanting interviews, 
film footage, etc. and creating an unprecedented buzz in the 
saleroom … and we're still buzzing. 
 
The results of the worldwide press coverage have been 
amazing.  The story was covered from as far afield as Central 
China, Australia, New Mexico, Pakistan - simply everywhere - 
resulting in prospective vendors contacting us with interesting 
and sometimes extremely valuable pieces from as far away as 
San Francisco and Los Angeles, Vienna, Hungary, Amsterdam 
and, of course, closer to home, London and all over this 
country.  This one painting appears to have opened many 
doors, not only for the Norcote Salerooms of Moore Allen & 
Innocent, but provincial auctioneers on the whole, which can 
only be a good thing for buyers and sellers alike.  Long may 
this trend continue ! 

86 
Mobile phone image taken by 
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ANTIQUE & GENERAL 

 

The regular Antique & General Sales offer a mix of items ranging from just a few pounds 
to a few thousand.   
 

During the Summer came a rare 
opportunity to acquire early 20th 
century enamelled Cirencester street 
signs (Fig. 87) including "Black Jack 
Street", "Coxwell Street", "Dollar 
Street", etc. which, with obvious local 
interest drew the price of the signs up to 
£730. 
 

 

One of the outstanding results of the year in the 
Antique & General Sales came when a George III 
mahogany night table with an unusual drawer 
formation (Fig. 88) sold for an astonishing £4,000. 
 

  

Buying and selling wines at auction has become increasingly popular and an early success in 
2007 was the sale of six bottles of 1963 Vintage Sandeman Port which achieved £550 (Fig. 89).  
This led to four separate vendors choosing to enter more wines and ports and, later in the year, a 
specific section of eighteen various lots (Fig. 90) all sold exceptionally well.  The highest 
individual price was £350 paid for a single bottle of 1982 "Château Duhart Milton Rothschild 
Pauillac, Grand Cru Classé", whilst ten bottles of 1966 W & J. Graham & Co. Port sold for over 
£600.  Future related sales are planned. 
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ILLUSTRATED ARE A SELECTION OF 
TYPICAL ANTIQUE & GENERAL SALE ITEMS 
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CATALOGUE SUBSCRIPTIONS : 
 
If you wish to be sent catalogues prior to sales, 12 month subscriptions 
are available for the following amounts : 
 
General Sales Only   £50.00 
 
Specialist Antique Sales Only  £23.00 
 
Specialist Picture Sales Only  £11.00 
 
Specialist Sporting Sales Only  £7.00 
 
All of the above    £85.00 
 
Please contact the Salerooms - Tel. 01285 646050 - for a Subscription 
Form. 
 
Catalogues are also available to view on our Website : 
www.mooreallen.co.uk  from the beginning of each sale week 
 
 
E-MAIL SEARCH FACILITY : 
 
We have computer software which enables us to offer you an e-mail 
search facility - free of charge - whereby we can e-mail you details of 
your particular interests coming up for sale.  We can also search for 
particular names of artists and makers e.g. Clarice Cliff, Wedgwood, etc. 
Please contact us for further details. 
 
 
VALUATIONS : 
 
We can provide detailed inventories and valuations for Inheritance Tax, 
Insurance and Family Division.   
 
We give free valuations for auction sale purposes at the Salerooms, or a 
valuer will be pleased to call at your home to appraise a single item or the 
whole house contents. 


